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‘Technology in AG, a Game Changer’
During the 1970’s we owned and lived on land along the Namoi River just south of Narrabri. We
suffered several flood events in 1971, 1974 and 1976. We lost 3000 sheep in the 1971 flood
and in 1974 and 1976 floods two irrigated sorghum crops.
To combat these events, we purchased flood free country that we could develop to
irrigation. This land that we acquired 44 years ago as a bare farming paddock with no
improvements, is now a flood irrigation enterprise. We have gradually developed the property
by acquiring ground and unregulated water licenses, construction of irrigation infrastructure
and sinking an irrigation bore.
To increase efficiency, we have invested in telemetry technology for better management of our
water, and it now takes just a smart phone to check all operations, as we live 20ks from the
property. We currently have a fully integrated irrigation farm with the added insurance of
production and income regardless of the seasons.
With the telemetry technology, it gives us confidence that we will again be able to manage
droughts such as experienced in 2018 and 2019. Producing fodder, cotton seed, grain and
stubble for our livestock and maintaining these stock numbers through the droughts.
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It was because of the technology they have, it’s what we were after and what we needed.
new technology becomes available.

your project?
Yes. They are so up to date with the technology that’s available and they have been in
this business for quite a while now. They are experts in working with a diverse range of
farming operations and finding unique solutions that best suit their customers operations.
They are all really keen to continually come up with improvements.

Installation, certification,
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Did the SierraTek team listen to your needs and offer guidance?
They really worked at understanding our needs and they sort to thoroughly understand
our aspirations. They were able to offer expert guidance to help improve upon the
outcomes we were looking for.
Did they address all your requirements?
Yes, straight up it achieved 90% of what we were wanting to achieve, then they set about
refining the last 10% and achieved it.
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Are you happy with the final result?
We’re really happy with the result. There have been no major problems. We’d definitely
engage them again to continue to build on the system and technology we now have. We
feel confident in their ability to partner with us and helping us to drive efficiency
improvements.
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” There is no doubt about it, it’s added to our quality of life.”
How has the new installation changed the way you operate?
It made a big difference. We’ve reduced the time we used to spend driving, checking
pumps and travel. It has reduced the stress of operating. You can monitor from afar and
feel confident in knowing that everything is operating as it should. There is no doubt about
it, it’s added to our quality of life. The time we spent on driving so many kilometres can
now be spent on something else.
You know much sooner if there is a problem which allows us to respond faster. This means
we have very little downtime; we don’t lose windows of opportunity. It also means we
might lose a few hours rather than a few days if there is a problem. In the instance of a
pump, the damage done is also much less too because you can catch things in time, or
there simply isn’t a breakdown where there used to be.

Has the new installation improved your efficiency and if so, how?
Yes, it’s reduced our cost and time inputs. At this point it’s hard to put firm figures on it
but there are definitely cost reductions and efficiencies that have been achieved. SierraTek
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The major benefit is that it tells us instantly where our ground water levels are with our
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bores. Another is the reliability of the systems they put in place. Because it’s continually
monitored, and you know at any given time how the system is performing, you are not
waking up at midnight and wondering if everything is OK, you can get a good night’s
sleep. It has really helped us reduce the time it takes to do things, travel time and stress.
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Yes, they were on budget with both time and cost, and they managed our expectations
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right from the beginning. When it came to the time for SierraTek to do the job, they were
really mindful of what was happening operationally on farm at any particular moment in
time and worked in with us so as to not cause any interruptions. They kept us up to date
the whole time with what was going on.
Having complete control of your equipment and access to live data from
wherever you are must give you increased confidence in your operations, can
you see other areas in your business that would benefit from this technology?
It’s great that we can keep building on the system we have. There’s really no limit in what
we will be able to add to it in the future.

SierraTek Smart Farm Solutions
SierraTek’s revolutionary SierraNet IoT Platform embraces current technology,
experience, and innovation to provide a cloud-based portal to your assets.
Specifically designed for agribusiness and industry alike, SierraTek has developed an
intuitive and powerful platform to bring your field data to you in a cost-effective and
sustainable way.
Ideal for management of pump stations, water meters and levels, weather stations,
livestock, soil moisture, cropping data, IoT Devices, GPS Tracking of assets, Gate
Monitoring, CCTV and more.
Monitoring of field sensors, plant and equipment with live and historical data puts you in
touch with your investments, and through integration of your operational needs puts you
in control of your business.
With the cloud based SierraNet platform you will be able to monitor, manage, and
control every aspect of your operation from your smart device or computer, from
wherever you are in the world.
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